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INTEGRATED LEARNING CENTRE (ILC)  

The Integrated Learning Centre (ILC from hereafter) plays a central role in the life of a sponsored 

student. Once a child’s sponsorship is confirmed, he/she becomes a part of ILC. 

What is ILC and why is it important?  

Once we started sponsoring the children, we found that it is not enough just to put the children 

in school. The parents are unable to help them with the studies. In addition, it is hard to keep track 

of all the students and give them the much required personal attention. Often the students did not 

know whom to turn to for their problems and needs.  

We decided to have one central place for all the kids and thus the Integrated Learning Centre, viz. 

ILC was born. This is where they get extra tutoring/ mentoring and help with their studies. We 

are always available to discuss their problems amongst other things besides studies. The group of 

sponsored children bond well and look out for each other. We are ONE BIG FAMILY! So much 

so that we are often called the Trekker’s Hut family by the villagers. Together we discuss 

problems, try to find solutions, take part in various activities and have fun too!   

Activities at ILC?  

At present, every day after the school is over the children have to report to the ILC. They get some 

free time to relax and change clothes (for those who live nearby). In the future, we will also provide some 

snack that is not possible due to budget constraints. 

 The ILC timings are currently between 1600 to 1800 hours. 

 The teacher’s and volunteers’ guide and provide remedial instructions to the kids with their 

studies. 

 There are different teachers for Junior and Senior children.   

 We keep an eye on each child’s progress and general wellbeing.  

 In addition to the above, we also look at the child’s needs. E.g., if he/she has a torn shoe, 

needs extra pair of socks, has outgrown his trousers etc. – if the parent is unable to pay for it 

then we step in. We can also find out if there is any problem at home etc.  

 The children are free to discuss whatever they want, talk about issues etc. We have sessions 

every weekend for this.  

 From time to time, we also try to invite Inspirational people to talk to them and have group 

discussions.   

 Child Records consisting of academic report and sponsor information is maintained.  

 To maintain good communication between sponsors and their kids, we get the children to 

write letters atleast twice in an academic year.  
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 We use various teaching tools and methods like flash cards, multimedia tools to help the 

children study that is missing in the schools in the valley. We thank the Volunteers for 

contributing used laptops to install educational software for the senior kids.   

 During winter holidays, we organise a special winter camp that covers all aspects of a child’s 

development right from academic to physical and mental skills.  

Some future activities 

In addition to school going kids, there are a large number of young school dropouts especially in 

the age group of 15-18 years. Many of them fail their Class 10th Board exams and are unable to 

pursue higher education. Some are financially unable to afford higher education. This has a 

negative impact since one is unlikely to get any job – especially the coveted government jobs 

without having cleared atleast the 10th grade (matriculation) exam. Often these kids go to the cities 

in search of low-end jobs.  

The ILC will prepare such school dropouts to appear for Open University exam so that they can 

still pass the 10th level exam and get admission to the higher classes. The Open University System 

of Education and Examination in India is for school dropout as well as for those who do not have 

enough time for regular classes. The Government of India recognises this certificate and it helps 

to get jobs. 

We are currently helping a handful of students to prepare for such exams.  

 

Where is it located?  

Due to space crunch at the hut, we have been moving places. At present, we conduct some classes 

at the Trekker’s hut – terrace as well as the ground in front of the building and temple grounds 

too.   

Once we are able to construct our Children’s home, we will move the ILC to the premise and we 

will be able to offer better facilities to the students including the dropouts. We hope to expand the 

activities of the centre to include adults especially women.  

We are seeking help to construct a children’s Home. Please contact us if you are able to help.  


